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A SOUND THAT KEEPS MOVING

Pianist Thomas Quendler expands his long-standing trio into a quintet for Continuum — Jazz Cats of
Tomorrow Vol. 4, recorded as winner of the Ö1 Jazz Scholarship 2025, a co-production of Radio Ö1 / ORF and
the JAM Music Lab Private University Vienna.

Quendler’s group, Motion, makes the most out of center
stage. Its members — Jakob Gönitzer (bass), Andreas
Reisenhofer (drums), Max Glanz (saxophone) and
Johannes Mandl (guitar) — evince a seasoned, unified
sensibility. Their music is moody, exploratory, laced with
conviction.
And, surprises abound. Note the innovative arrangement of
Oliver Nelson’s “Stolen Moments,” a perennial refashioned
countless times. Here, a refreshing new take. Thomas and
company opt for the propulsive, clearly reveling in the
mystery of their own hide-and-seek. Or, “Voyage,” the
serpentine lines of which require perfect time and group
articulation, reinforced by a Quendler solo that conveys
high-wire confidence. This band is locked!
The sum effect of “CONTINUUM / JAZZ CATS OF
TOMORROW, VOL. 4” is one of reassurance: the
scholarship judges were right, music education works, and
Radio Ö1 and JAM are a formidable team. Fittingly, this
recording documents a coming-of-age moment for Thomas
Quendler — a framed snapshot of a career in bloom.
Jeff Levenson, May 2026

The Jazz Scholarship
Radio Ö1, the public culture radio channel of ORF (Austrian
Broadcasting Corporation), JAM Music Lab Private
University Vienna and Quinton Records are supporting the
young and promising generation of Austrian jazz musicians
in their quest for more visibility and audibility. Every year,
the Ö1 Jazzstipendium supports an outstanding young
artist in contemporary jazz with a full scholarship at the JAM
Music Lab Private University.
We proudly present Thomas Quendler as the winner of the
2025 scholarship.
Former winners of “Jazz Cats of Tomorrow”: 2018 Unterköfler ·
2019 Aichinger · 2020 Friedel · 2021 Kaindl · 2022 Bartuš ·
2023 Varady · 2024 Feldgrill
Andreas Felber (Radio Ö1/ORF) · Marcus Ratka (JAM Music
Lab) · Andreas Rathammer (Quinton Records)
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Thomas Quendler — about the album
Vienna, April 2026
With “Continuum” I describe a state that accompanies
me, both musically and personally. The word stands for
something extended, coherent in itself — something
unbroken and uninterrupted. That is exactly how I
experience development: as an ongoing process of
learning, doubting, searching and rediscovering — as a
musician and as a person.
The pieces on this album took shape over a longer
period of time and carry different moods within them.
Some are calm and clear, almost fragile; others are
marked by restlessness, energy and motion. I am
interested in this field of tension — the moment in which
something emerges, changes and dissolves again. For
me, music is a space in which emotions are not fixed,
but allowed to unfold: open, honest and sometimes
contradictory.

Thomas Quendler Motion — the quintet
This album would not be what it is without the musicians
with whom I recorded it. It means a great deal to me that
“Continuum” was brought to life with people who are not
only exceptional musicians, but also close friends — an
ensemble that goes far beyond a mere line-up.
I share a long-standing partnership with Jakob Gönitzer
on double bass and Andreas Reisenhofer on drums
through our work as a trio. Johannes Mandl on guitar
and Maximilian Glanz on tenor saxophone expand this
sound in a way that feels entirely natural to me.
We have known each other for many years and share a
musical language built on trust, openness and attentive
listening. Each of them brings a distinct voice, and from
this combination a sound emerges that goes far beyond
anything I could have imagined on my own.

Track List
01  Homage (Thomas Quendler)
02  New Wave (Thomas Quendler)
03  Voyage (Kenny Barron, arr. Quendler)
04  Simple Proof (Thomas Quendler)
05  Blue in Green (Miles Davis, arr. Quendler)
06  Indecisive (Thomas Quendler)
07  Stolen Moments (Oliver Nelson, arr. Quendler)
08  Blossom (Thomas Quendler)
09  Blues for C.P. (Thomas Quendler)
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