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The Al Andaluz Project group was formed in 2005 after the musicians of Estampie attended a
concert by the Spanish band Aman Aman as part of the Jewish Culture Days in Munich. With
the aim of reviving the music of the Jewish-Sephardic, Christian and Arabo-Andalusian cultures,
as they were in Moorish-ruled Spain in peaceful and mutually beneficial coexistence, the band
recorded four studio and one live album between 2006 and 2013 and played numerous
concerts and festivals throughout Europe. The three singers Sigrid Hausen, Mara Aranda and
Iman Kandoussi, each representing one of the three cultures, were always at the centre of the
music. ‘The Songs of Iman Kandoussi’ is now the first thematic compilation of the repertoire of
this extraordinary band, which focuses on the Arabo-Andalusian repertoire and centres around
the Moroccan singer.

When talking about the musical culture of the Arab world in general or the Maghreb in particular
(note: Maghreb refers to the areas of present-day Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia), the particular
diversity of Arab music must be emphasized. The influence of Andalusian culture in this region
is very great. Al-Andalus constituted in its day a culture superior to that of North Africa and to
that of Northern Spain and the rest of Europe. For this reason, the Andalusian culture was able
to impose itself on the minor cultures of the Maghreb. After the fall of the last Islamic kingdom
on the Iberian Peninsula, the Maghreb became the habitat for this flourishing culture.

It is not easy to talk about the music of Al-Andalus that developed in the medieval Iberian
Peninsula, as we are dealing with a repertoire that spans a period of almost eight centuries. The
vast majority of scholars agree that the Umayyad Caliphate of Cérdoba was the period of
greatest musical and cultural flourishing. While poetry was transmitted in writing, knowledge of
music was passed on orally, and it was not until the 20th century that Arabic music was
transcribed into Western musical notation. Interest in the music of Al-Andalus received a strong
boost when the Kharja, which are poetic-musical compositions written in an Arabic, Romance,
or Hebrew dialect, were discovered in the mid-20th century. This was proof that the society of
Al-Andalus was multilingual. This album contains some pieces from this musical and poetic
heritage of Al-Andalus that have spread throughout the countries of North Africa and the Middle
East, becoming a musical tradition that has endured to this day.

Music has always had the power and ability to bring different cultures and people together to
spread a message of peace to the world, and there has hardly been a time when such a
message was not urgently needed. Accompanied by musicians from Morocco, Spain and
Germany, The Songs of Iman Kandoussi is a portrait of a great singer that reminds us that
cooperation, mutual respect and cultural diversity are the basis for peace and shared
development.
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Biographie

Band member
Aranda, Mara
Bengen, Johann
Gotowtschikow, Sascha
Hausen, Sigrid
Kandoussi, Iman
Lépez, Diego
Lopez, Efrén
Martinez, Jota
Popp, Michael
Rubio Moral, Juan Manuel
Samsaoui, Aziz
Schneider, Jiirgen
Schwindl, Ernst

Producer
Bengen, Johann
Lopez, Efrén
Popp, Michael

aufnahmestudio
Cartuja de Cazalla
Live at Reithalle Miinchen
TapTone Studio

Phonotraphy
Andreas Hoernisch
Juan Miguel Morales

Cover Artwork
Monika Carina

Gesang

Percussion

Percusion

Gesang, Blockflote

Gesang

Percussion

Ud, Saz, Rabab, Drehleier

Drehleier, Citola, Lavta, Perkussion

Ud, Saz, Fidel, Tar, Dilruba, Lafta, Gesang
Santur, Ud, Saz

Qanun, Violine, Ud, Cura, Perkussion
Percussion

Drehleier, Nyckelharpa, Portativ, Harmonium

Tracklist
1. Segunda Twichia Nuba Garibat El Hussein - Insiraf Btahyi Garibat El Hussein 05:59
2. Chamsse Lachia (nuba kudam al-maya) 04:43
3. Des oge mais quer” eu trobar - Yo me levantaria - Insiraf Btahyi Garibat El 05:50
Hussein
4 Nawba Raml Maya, Ritmo Btayhi (Arabo-Andalusi) 02:20
5. Arracha Lfatan (nuba garnati) 03:41
6. Mina Nawa (Maalouf Tunecino) 03:27
7 Intro Instrumental Samai Higaz 02:56
8 Afdihi Dabian Ibtassam (Moaxaja Arabe, Magam Hijaz Kar) 04:18
9 Amors mard / Arafto Lhawa Mod Arafto Hawak (Trovador anénimo / Rabiaa Al 06:01
Adawia)
10. Hijaz 04:32
11. Segunda Twichia Istihlal - Insiraf Btayhi Istihlal: Gaybatuk 05:20
12. Al-Garnati - El Bulbul 05:53
13. Quen a omagen da Virgen 06:01
14. Un castel / Improvisation Iman (Tradicional Occitan) 06:13
15. Dezilde a mi amor 06:19
16. Amoulati (Tradicional de Tetuan) 03:57
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