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Starting with a question: “What might have happened if Django Reinhardt had met
the giants of bebop — say, Charlie Parker?”

Wawau Adler (born 1967), a star of Gypsy-Jazz guitar, and the fabulous saxophonist
Jan Prax (born 1992) began exploring this idea. But it did not remain a mere thought
experiment: they turned it into music — a spirited dialogue between styles and
generations. Together with their wonderful sidemen, they created gypsy bop:

a playful journey through different styles, moods, tempos and eras.

Combining Wawau’s own compositions with familiar gems heard in a fresh way,
the music ranges from the poetic, contemplative chanson /llusionen by Alexandra
and Udo Jurgens, through Nancy (with the Laughing Face) — a song honouring
Frank Sinatra’s daughter, Nancy — to Wawau'’s high-speed Kolibri. Playful yet
disciplined, the quartet takes the listener on an acoustic adventure.

Lose yourself in the meandering lines, repetitions and call and response, or follow
the solid path laid down by rhythm guitar and double bass. Be surprised by the

sparkling chords Wawau throws in, and soar along on Jan’s saxophone flights.

Enjoy this pioneering approach to a supposedly familiar and allegedly explored
musical continent!

Michael Crombach

=
O
2
=
o
O
°
(@)
i)
3]
o)
£
>
o
(9]
9]
Q
Q
4
©)

Jean Prax




Wawau Adler

Josef “Wawau” Adler was born on January 25, 1967, in Karlsruhe, Germany, and
began playing guitar at the age of nine. At twelve, he became increasingly immersed
in the style of Django Reinhardt and soon began performing his first concerts.

Over the years, he has released numerous albums and performed alongside many
leading figures from the Gypsy Jazz and wider Jazz scenes.

His musical journey has taken him to festivals, concerts and sessions around the
world. Today Wawau Adler is based in Vienna, Austria, while maintaining close ties
to his hometown Karlsruhe, Germany.

Wawau Adler plays Thomastik-Infeld Swing Series strings and uses a U8 Acoustic
Guitar Wireless System microphone (xvive.com).

Website: www.wawau-adler.com
YouTube: WawauMusic
Facebook: WawauAdlerdazz
Instagram: wawaumusic
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Wawau Adler




Thanks to Barbara Frei Schmidlin of TCB Records, Michael Acker, Michael Crombach,
Natalia Amy Douglas, Rebeca Mihaela Dragutan, Matscho and Melanie Endres,
Robert Ford (guitars), Alex Holler (my guitar expert), Kateryna of the Drakon Bar,
Benno Kohlmaier, Jirgen Lehmann, Thomas Schmidt, Mini Schulz, Ernst Weinbach
of www.liberty-music.de for the Henriksen Bud TEN, Benoit and Helen Zeter,

Danny Ziemann, and of course my musicians. Special thanks to Martina.
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Wawau Adler & Jan Prax

The CD or vinyl that you are holding is a product of TCB — The Montreux Jazz Label®. Since its foundation in 1988,
TCB has built a reputation of artistic, creative and respected high quality audio jazz productions.

We are continuously engaged in exploring new musical horizons including discovering and introducing lesser-known
artists. This complements our roster of internationally recognized artists, each offering their individual approach
and virtuosity to the genre.

To assist the jazz lover, TCB has branded their musical offerings by a distinguishable colour coding. The coding of
the music can be found on the spine of each release.

RED represents bebop, hard- and post-bop (straight ahead jazz including modern jazz).

GREEN is the SWISS RADIO DAYS JAZZ SERIES! It presents live jazz events recorded by Swiss Radio of the
most legendary and classic names in jazz exclusive to TCB and never before released.

BLUE is devoted to the music of the forties and fifties in general and also features a series of recordings exclusive
to TCB and never before released.

YELLOW reflects the “new grooves” in music today, including classical elements, as well as the contemporary
“avant-garde” developments in jazz.

BLACK represents “world music” including crossover projects of jazz, world and folk music.

Produced by Wawau Adler for TCB Music

Executive Producer: Barbara Frei Schmidlin / TCB

Recorded at Hideout Recording Studio, Vienna, on February 23 & 24, 2026
Recording Engineer: Danny Ziemann

Mixing & mastering: Michael Crombach at Angeltone Studio, Vienna, July 2026
Cover photo: Michael Acker

Inside photos: Michael Acker & Rebeca Mihaela Dragutan
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