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Music for Shepherds & Sultans is not a nostalgic search
for authenticity buried in the ashes of the past. It stands
as living proof that, through the original works and im-
provisations of true artists as Michalis Kouloumis and
Tristan Driessens, a flame can pass from generation to
generation without ever fading. Often hastily labelled
“traditional” or “ethnic” because it is monodic and does
not rely on Western harmony or instruments, makam
music now reveals itself as a distinctly contemporary
and evolving musical genre. As it has throughout his-
tory, the compositions of this duet once again affirm that
makam music belongs neither to a single nation nor to
a specific geography; it is, in essence, universal. As Jean-
Jacques Rousseau emphasized in his Dictionary of Music:
“The only true harmony is unison, the single voice.”

The five artists behind this album do not merely
understand the makams, their intervals, and melodic







structures; they inhabit their aesthetics, their depth,
and their profound sense of pleasure. Like jazz, flamenco,
fado, or rebetiko, makam music is now expanding into
a universal dimension. Music for Shepherds & Sultans
Vol. Il stands as a luminous example that will inspire
future generations of young musicians.

Kudsi Erguner, Paris, 2 January 2026

Music for Shepherds & Sultans n'est pas une quéte
nostalgique d'authenticité enfouie sous les cendres
du passé. Cet album est la preuve vivante que, grace
aux ceuvres originales et aux improvisations dartistes
authentiques tels que Michalis Kouloumis et Tristan
Driessens, une flamme peut se transmettre de génération
en génération sans jamais s'éteindre. Souvent qualifiée ala
hate de «traditionnelle» ou «ethnique» parce qu'elle est
monodique et ne repose ni sur 'narmonie ni sur les
instruments occidentaux, la musique modale ou ‘makam’
se révele aujourd’hui comme un genre musical résolu-
ment contemporain et en constante évolution. Comme
cela a été le cas tout au long de I'histoire, les composi-



tions de ce duo affirment une fois de plus que le makam
n‘appartient ni a une seule nation ni a une géographie
spécifique; elle est, par essence, universelle.

Comme I'a souligné Jean-Jacques RousseauB dans
son Dictionnaire de la musique: «La seule véritable
harmonie est l'unisson, la voix unique.»

Les cing artistes a lorigine de cet album ne se
contentent pas de comprendre les modes, leurs inter-
valles et leurs structures mélodiques; ils simpregnent
de leur esthétique, de leur profondeur et de leur sens
profond du plaisir. A linstar du jazz, du flamenco, du
fado ou du rebetiko, le makam s'ouvre désormais a
une dimension universelle. Music for Shepherds &
Sultans Vol. Il en est un exemple éclatant qui inspirera
les futures générations de jeunes musiciens.

Kudsi Erguner, Paris, le 2 janvier 2026

Music for Shepherds & Sultans - Cobanlar ve Sultanlar
icin Miizik, gegmisin kulleri altinda gdmulu olan 6zglnligu
arayan nostaljik bir arayis degildir. Bu eser, Michalis
Kouloumis ve Tristan Driessens gibi gercek sanatgilarin



Ozglin besteleri ve dogaclamalari sayesinde, bir alevin
hi¢ sénmeden nesilden nesile aktarilabileceginin canl bir
kanitidir. Tek sesli olmasi ve Bati armonisine ya da ens-
trimanlarina dayanmamasi nedeniyle siklikla aceleyle
“geleneksel”
muzigi, artik kendine 6zgu, cagdas ve gelismekte olan

ya da “etnik” olarak etiketlenen makam

bir muzik turd olarak karsimiza ¢ikiyor. Tarih boyunca
oldugu gibi, bu ikilinin besteleri de makam muziginin
ne tek bir ulusa ne de belirli bir cografyaya ait olmadi-
gini bir kez daha teyit ediyor; makam muzigi, 6zinde
evrenseldir. Jean-Jacques Rousseau 'nun Mlzik S6z-
|Ggu'nde vurguladigi gibi: “Tek gercek armoni, tek sesli
uyumdur.”

Bu albimun arkasindaki bes sanatcl, makamlari,
araliklarini ve melodik yapilarini sadece anlamakla
kalmiyor; onlarin estetigine, derinligine ve sundugu
derin zevk duygusuna tam anlamiyla sahip oluyorlar.
Caz, flamenko, fado veya rebetiko gibi, makam muzigi de
artik evrensel bir boyuta yayiliyor. Music for Shepherds
& Sultans Vol. I, gelecek nesil gen¢ muzisyenlere ilham
verecek parlak bir 6rnek teskil ediyor.

Kudsi Erguner, Paris, 2 Ocak 2026
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kanun
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01 Nikriz Beraber Taksim

02 Nikriz Saz Semai Tristan Driessens

03 Nikriz Mandira Tristan Driessens

04 Neveser Kopanica “Anafi” Christos Barbas
05 Neveser Longa Michalis Kouloumis

06 Ussak Ud Taksim

07 Ussak Pesrev Tristan Driessens

08 Ussak Saz Semai Tristan Driessens

09 Ney Taksim

10 Acem Kurdi Saz Semai Tristan Driessens
11 Kanun Gegis Taksim

12 Pireotikos Pesrev Michalis Kouloumis

13 Pireotikos Keman Taksim

14 Pireotikos Saz Semai Michalis Kouloumis



Michalis Kouloumis: violin, compositions
Tristan Driessens: oud, compositions

Christos Barbas: ney, composition

Serkan Mesut Halili: kanun

Miriam Encinas: riqq, bendir, daff, kudim, davul
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