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Our first album, Ahenk Duo Vol. 1, was released in
1997 by the California-based record label Goldenhorn.
This was followed by Ahenk Duo Vol. 2 in 2007, also re-
leased by the same company. Both albums were made
available to listeners in Turkey by Kalan Mizik, with the
support of Ates Temeltas and the late Hasan Saltik.
The musical foundation of Ahenk is rooted in the
tradition of instrumental compositions (saz eserferi)
within classical Turkish music. This legacy, which be-
gan notably with Tanburi Cemil Bey and brought solo
performance to the forefront, was developed by great
masters such as Mesut Cemil, Rusen Kam, Erciment
Batanay, Niyazi Sayin, Necdet Yasar, and ihsan Ozgen.
By following in the footsteps of these masters, we have
strived to bring the century-old harmony of the ke-
menge and tanbur into the present day. This journey,
which has continued since the 1990s, has forged not
only a shared musical language but a lifelong friend-
ship, and 'Ahenk’ has become the name for this bond.
Throughout this journey, we have given numer-
Ous concerts on significant stages in Turkey, including
Bogazici University and Cemal Resit Rey, as well as in
America, Europe, and Greece, We have met new people,
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formed friendships and mentored students.

And now, we are once again experiencing the excite-
ment of connecting with our audience through Ahenk
/ 3. We owe a special thank you to our friend Tristan
Driessens for his significant contributions to the cre-
ation of this album. His sincere interest and passion
were a great source of inspiration for us.

The album was recorded live at Seyir Miizik's studio
in Brussels. We recorded nearly all the tracks in a sin-
gle take and made the decision to release the album
without extensive editing. We would like to extend our
gratitude to Dries Van Ende, who was with us during
the recording, mixing, and mastering processes; to the
artist Sylwia Malachowska, who took our photographs;
to Eleni Lomvardou, who designed the cover; and to
everyone else who contributed.

It would be our greatest joy if this album not only
serves as a tribute to the great masters who have inspired
us but also as a source of inspiration‘for young musicians.

With love and in harmony...

Derya Tiirkan & Murat Aydemir,
Brussels, Seyir Muzik, June 2025

Derya Tiirkan
Derya Tirkan is a contemporary master of the classical
Turkish kemenge, renowned for his expressive playing
and innovative blending of traditional Turkish music
with global genres like jazz and classical music.
BorninIstanbul in 1973, Turkan grew up in a musical
family and began his formal education at the Istanbul
Technical Univershy’s Turkish Music Conservatory at
theage of 11, studying for a decade under the esteemed
kemenge player ihsan Ozgen. His prodigious talent was
evident early on; by age 17, he was invited to join the
Ministry of Culture’s Istanbul National Turkish Music
Ensemble. He later became a permanent artist with the
Turkish Radio Television (TRT) Istanbul Radio in 2000.
Throughout his career, Tirkan has sought to expand
the boundaries of the kemence, drawing inspiration
from the legacy of Tanburi Cemil Bey and exploring
diverse musical dialogues. He has collaborated with a
vast array of international artists, including Jordi Sav-
all, Sir Simon Rattle, Renaud Garcia-Fons and Djivan
Gasparyan. His discography is extensive, featuring
albums such as Letters from Istanbul (with Sokratis Si-
nopoulos) and the critically acclaimed Silk Moon (with
Renaud Garcia-Fons).
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Beybnd performing and composing, Tiirkan is a
dedicated educator, conducting seminars at institu-
tions worldwide, including Harvard University, MIT and
the Labyrinth Musical Workshop in Crete. His contribu-
tions also extend to film, serving as a music director for
the Turkish film yahsi Bat and performing for the score
of the Academy Award-winning film Argo.

With recent projects like the 2022 album Seyr-i
Ahenk and Istanbul Kemencesi Vol. Il released in 2024,
Derya Tirkan continues to be a formidable and influ-
ential force in world music, bridging cultural divides
through his masterful command of his instrument.
His latest achievement is being named a winner of the
2025 Aga Khan Music Awards.



Murat Aydemir

Murat Aydemir is a leading tanbur virtuoso, composer
and educator in classical Turkish music. Born in Han-
nover, Germany, on October 23, 1971, Aydemir began
his musical education in 1982 at the ITU Turkish Music
State Conservatory. He studied the tanbur for ten years
under Necip Gllses, graduating in 1992,

Aydemir began his professional career in 1989 as a
guest artist with the Ministry of Culture’s Istanbul State
Turkish Music Ensemble. During this period, he had
the opportunity to work with masters such as Necdet
Yasar, Bekir Sidki Sezgin, Aldeddin Yavasca, ihsan Oz-
gen, Cinucen Tanrikorur and Erol Deran. In 1990, he
joined the Ministry of Culture and Tourism's Istanbul
State Classical Turkish Music Choir, under the direction
of Prof. Dr. Nevzat Atlig. He continues his tenure at this
prestigious institution, which was renamed the Presi-
dential Classical Turkish Music Choir in 2012.

In his recording career, he released the “Ahenk” se-
ries (1997, 2006) with kemence master Derya Turkan
and the “Neva” albums (2002, 2009) with ney master Sa-
lih Bilgin. He reached a wider audience in 1997 with the
establishment of the incesaz group, which he formed
with Cengiz Onural and Derya Turkan; he utilized his
compositions in the group’s albums and in various TV
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series and documentary soundtracks, playing also the
lavta in these works. He also recorded two albums for
the “Kantemiroglu Edvari” with the Cantemir Ensemble,
which he founded in 1999,

In his solo career, he released the albums “Murat
Aydemir Solo" (2008), “Murat Aydemir Trio” (2011), “Mu-
rat Aydemir Masal" (2017), and “Troy” (2025). He also
participated in Entgrdiscipiinary projects such as “Itri &
Bach” (2013) with ‘cellist Cag Ercag and duduk virtuoso
Ertan Tekin.

Aydemir's comprehensive book on Turkish music
makams, titled “Makam Guide” (Pan Yayincilik, 2014),
has been published in Turkish, English, German, and
Greek. His educational books “Tanbur Metodu” (2018)
and “Cesni Rehberi” (2022) are also available.

Internationally, Murat Aydemir has participated in
Kudsi Erguner’s projects and has been teaching and
performing at Ross Daly's Labyrinth Music School in
Crete since 2011,
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ilk albimimiiz Ahenk Duo Vol, 1, 1997 yilinda Kaliforni-
ya merkezli Goldenhorn plak sirketi tarafindan yayim-
landi. Ardindan 2007'de Ahenk Duo Vol. 2 yine ayni sir-
ketten cikti. Her iki albm de Tlrkiye'de, Ates Temeltas
ve merhum Hasan Saltik'in destekleriyle Kalan Miizik
etiketiyle dinleyiciyle bulustu.

Ahenk'in mazikal temeli, klasik Turk muziginin saz
eserleri gelenegine dayaniyor. Ozellikle Tanburi Cemil
Bey ile baslayan ve solo icray 6n plana cikaran bu mi-
ras, Mesut Cemil, Rusen Kam, Erciment Batanay, Niyazi
Sayin, Necdet Yasar ve ihsan Ozgen gibi biy(ik ustalarla
gelisti. Biz de bu ustalarin izinden giderek, kemence ile
tanburun yizyill askin uyumunu ginimize tasimaya
calistik. 1990lardan bu yana siiregelen bu yolculuk, sa-
dece ortak bir mizik dili degil, émurlik bir dostluk da
yaratti. Ahenk de bu dostlugun adi oldu.

Bu yolculuk boyunca Tiirkiye'de Bogazici Universite-
si ve Cemal Resit Rey gibi énemli sahnelerde; Amerika,
Avrupa ve Yunanistan'da birgok konser verdik.Yeni in-
sanlarla tanistik, dostluklar kurduk, 8grenciler yetistirdik.

Ve simdi, Ahenk / 3 ile yeniden dinleyicimizle bu-
lusmanin heyecanini yasiyoruz. Bu albiimiin ortaya
¢kmasinda blylk katkilar olan dostumuz Tristan
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Driessens'a dzel tesekkiir borcluyuz. Onun icten ilgisi
ve heyecani bize ilham verdi.

Album, Briksel'de Seyir Mizikin salonunda, canli
olarak kaydettik. Neredeyse tim parcalar tek seferde
kaydettik ve ok fazla edit vs. yapmadan yayinlamaya ka-
rar verdik. Kayit, miks ve mastering streclerinde yanimiz-
da olan Dries Van Ende'ye; fotograflarimizi ceken sanatg
Sylwia Malachows:ka'ya, kapak tasarimini yapan Eleni
Lomvardou'ya ve émegi gecen herkese tesekkiir ederiz.

Bu albdm, bize ilham veren blytk ustalara bir sayg
durusu oldugu kadar, geng muzisyenler icin de bir il-
ham kaynagi olabilirse ne mutlu bize.

Sevgiyle ve Ahenk'le...

Derya Tirkan & Murat Aydemir,
Briksel, Seyir Muzik, Haziran 2025

Derya Tiirkan

Derya Tarkan, klasik Tirk kemengesinin ¢agdas ustalarin-
dan biri olup, enstrimanindaki etkileyici icrasi ve gelenek-
sel Tark miizigini caz ve klasik muizik gibi kiiresel tiirlerle
yenilikgi bir sekilde harmanlamasiyla taninmaktadir.




1973 yilinda istanbul'da dogan Tirkan, muzisyen bir
ailede blyiidd ve 11 yasinda istanbul Teknik Universitesi
Tark Miizigi Konservatuvar'nda (simdiki adiyla Tark Mu-
sikisi Devlet Konservatuvari) resmi mizik egitimine basla-
di; burada on yil boyunca degerli kemenge sanatgisi ihsan
Ozgen'den ders ald, Olaganistii yetenegi erken yaslarda
kendini gdsterdi; henliz 17 yasindayken Kiiltiir Bakanhg
istanbul Devlet Ttrk Miizigi Toplulugu'na katiimaya davet
edildi. Daha sonra 2000 yilinda Tiirkiye Radyo Televizyo-
nu (TRT) istanbul Radyosu'nda kadrolu sanatci oldu.

Kariyeri boyunca Tirkan, Tanburi Cemil Bey'in mirasin-
dan ilham alarak ve gesitli miizikal diyaloglar kesfederek
kemencenin sinirlarini genisletmeye ¢alisti. Jordi Savall, Sir
Simon Rattle, Renaud Garcia-Fons ve Djivan Gasparyan
gibi cok sayida uluslararasi sanatglyla is birligi yapti, Dis-
kografisi, Letters from Istanbul (Sokratis Sinopoules ile) ve
biyuk begeni toplayan Sitk Moon (Renaud Garcia-Fons ile)
gibi albumler de dahil olmak tizere oldukga genistir,

Tarkan, performans ve besteciligin yani sira kendini
egitime adamig bir sanatgidir; Harvard Universitesi, MIT
ve Girit'teki Labyrinth Musical Workshop gibi diinya ¢a-
pindaki kurumlarda seminerler vermektedir. Katkilari
film mizigi alanina da uzanmakta; Yahsi Batr adl Tiirk fil-
mininmazik direkt6rltgini Ustlenmis ve Akademni Oduil-
|t Argo filminin mizikleri icin performans sergilemistir.

* 2025 yiinda Aga Khan Mizik Odiilirnii (Aga Khan Music

Award) kazanan Tlrkan, bu prestijli basariyi kariyerine
eklemistir.

2022'de yayimlanan Seyr-i Ahenk ve 2024'te gikan /s-
tanbul Kemencesi Vol. Il gibi yeni projeleriyle Derya Tur-
kan, enstrimanina olan ustaca hakimiyeti aracihgyla
kalttrel aynimlari birlestiren, diinya miziginde zorlu ve
etkili bir giig o1ma¥a devam etmektedir.
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Murat Aydemir
Murat Aydemir, klasik Trk miziginin 8nde gelen tanbur
sanatgilarindan, bestecilerinden ve egitimcilerinden biri-
dir. 23 Ekim 1971'de Almanya'nin Hannover kentinde do-
gan Aydemir, mizik egitimine 1982'de ITU Tlrk Musikisi
Devlet Konservatuar’nda basladi. On yil boyunca Necip
Gulses'le tanbur galisan sanatgi, 1992 yilinda mezun oldu.
Profesyonel kariyerine 1989'da Kiiltir Bakanlg is-
tanbul Devlet Tlrk Muzigi Toplulugu'nda misafir sanatg
olarak baslayan Aydemir, bu dénemde Necdet Yasar,
Bekir Sidki Sezgin, Aldeddin Yavasca, ihsan Ozgen, Ci-
nugen Tanrikorur ve Erol Deran gibi ustalarla ¢alisma
firsati buldu. 1990 yilinda Prof, Dr. Nevzat Athig yoneti-
mindeki T.C. Kiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig istanbul Devlet
Klasik Turk Mizigi Korosu'na katildi. Gorevi, 2012'de ismi
Cumhurbaskanhg Klasik Tirk Mazigi Korosu olarak de-



= gistirilen bu prestijli kurumda halen devam etmektedir.

Kayit kariyerinde, kemenge sanatgisi Derya Tlrkan ile
"Ahenk” serisi (1997, 2006) ve ney sanatgisi Salih Bilgin
ile “Neva” (2002, 2009) albimlerini yayinladi. 1997'de
Cengiz Onural ve Derya Tiirkan ile kurdugu incesaz gru-
buyla genis kitlelere ulasti, bestelerini grup albGmlerin-
de, cesitli dizi ve belgesel miziklerinde degerlendirdi; bu
calismalarda lavta da ¢aldi. Sanatgl ayrica 1999 yilinda
kurdugu Cantemit Ensemble ile “Kantemiroglu Edvar”
icin iki CD kaydetti.

Solo kariyerinde “Murat Aydemir Solo” (2008), “Mu-
rat Aydemir Trio” (2011), “Murat Aydemir Masal” (2017)
ve "Troy” (2025) albUmlerini ¢ikardi. Cellist Cag Ercag ve
duduk sanatgisi Ertan Tekin ile “Itri & Bach” (2013) gibi
disiplinler arasi projelerde de yer aldi.

Aydemir'in Turk muzigi makamlari Gzerine yazdig
"Makam Rehberi” (Pan Yayincilik, 2014) isimli kapsamli
kitabi Tirkce, ingilizce, Almanca ve Yunanca yayimlan-
di. Ayrica “Tanbur Metodu” (2018) ve “Cesni Rehberi"
(2022) adli egitim kitaplari da bulunmaktadir.

Uluslararasi alanda Kudsi Ergunerin projelerinde
yer alan sanatgl, Ross Daly'nin Girit'teki Labyrinth Mu-
sic Okulu'nda 2011 yilindan bu yana dersler vermekte
ve konserler dizenlemektedir.
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Yegah Pesrevi
Tanb(ri Osman Bey
Yegah Musterek Taksim

Neva Saz Semaisi
Kantemiroglu

Beyati Araban Tanbur taksimi

Beyati Araban Saz Semaisi
Rauf Yekta Bey

Sedaraban Musterek taksim
Sedaraban Pegrevi

Tanbiri Cemil Bey

SOzidilara Kemence taksim
S0zidilara Saz Semaisi
Tanbdri Cemil Bey

Hicazkar Misterek taksim
Hicazkar Saz Semaisi
Tanbdri Cemil Bey

Yegah Saz Semaisi

Neyzen Aziz Dede

DERYA TURKAN
MURAT AYDEMIR

06:39

04:52
03:46

01:49
03:40

03:57
06:01

02:52
05:38

03:20
04:10

05:41

52:30 Total time

st

Derya Tirkan: kemenge
Murat Aydemir: tanbur

Recorded 2" of June 2025

Seyir Muzik Studios, Rue du Bailli 52, Brussels
Engineer: Dries Van Ende

Mix & mastering: Dries Van Ende
Photography: Sylwia Malachowska

Graphic Design: Eleni Lomvardou

Produced by Tristan Driessens, Seyir Muzik

©® 2026 Seyir Muzik Records
Rue du Bailli 52, 1050 Brussels
www.seyirmuzik.com

Special thanks to Ferah Altin and Mevliit Akglingor
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